Under st and.i
Part XllI




109
208
167
139
193
161
163
113
102
136
113

33

Summary by Month

282
3664
4570
5227
3326
4443
346
3201
2757
3173
2844
2026

343
6467
5013
3883
6150
4854
5083
3550
3181
3826
3303
2388

Daily Avg Monthly Totals
-- Pages Visits = Sites _ Visits Pigﬂ --
T U 652 %61 176
2 3 17 431 eo60se3 36| 1094
B %) 16 ] mues 4w o7
168 34| 16) 3m[ s s3] 1066
I T R I R
s w w1 i6nemd a0 sy
I U T S
w6 0, 3] 28]  ssusl ]l o1
s 3| 5] w2  mm0y 4%6)| 10
s 4] 1] s6[  wseemdl ;6] 113
o ;15 20  pows| @ 10
6 30 3] a8 e840 937
261004814 5307 11172

43561

735






How Firm a Foundation




Psalm511-10 For the choir director. A Psalm of David, when

Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to

Bathsheba . Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your
Iovmgklndness According to the greatness of Your compassion blot
out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity And
cleanse me from my sin. For | know my transgressions, And my sin is
ever before me Against You, You only, | have sinned And done what
IS evil in Your sight, So that You are justified when You speak And
blameless when You judge Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity,
And in sin my mother conceived me. Behold, You desire truth in the
Innermost being, And in the hidden part You will make me know
wisdom. Purify me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; Wash me, and |
shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness Let the
bones which You have broken rejoice Hide Your face from my sins
And blot out all my iniquities . Createin me a clean heart, O God, And
renew a steadfast spirit within me.



1Corinthians 1123-28 For | received from the Lord
that which | also delivered to you, that the Lord
Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took

Lor do s ks | |
» 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and

Supper said, "This is My body, which is for you: do this in
remembrance of Me."

« 25 In the same way He took the cup also after
_ - supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My
The Simplicity blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in

of the elements remembrance of Me."
» 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the

cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

» 27 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be
guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.

» 28 But a man must examine himself, and in so
doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup.




Now this | say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully . Eachone
must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always
having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance
for every good deed asit is written, "HE SCATTERED

ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS
ENDURES FOREVER i1 e who supplies seed to the sower
and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness you will be
enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is
producing thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service

IS not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also
overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.



When carnality hindered the completion of the offering it was
Corinthians rebound that again prepared them, but they had
been prepared before. Doctrine prepared them in the first
place; carnality hindered their mental attitude in giving. The
Corinthians cannot give if they are carnal, so before they can
give of their money they must rebound.

Principlez: Dono6t part with your mo
fellowship. Rebound is vital in the principle of giving, as is
mental attitude. Nothing in the Christian life can be
accomplished apart from the filling of the Spirit and the
knowledge of Bible doctrine.



Paul concluded his exhortation regarding the collection by
reminding his readers of the benefits God inevitably
bestows on those who give liberally. He did this so they
would follow through with their purpose and believe that
God would providé-farthecneed! that thein- sacrifice would/
create.



Grace Greater than Our Need
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One of the great spiritual principles of life is that God
blesses peoplan proportion to their blessing others (cf.
Prov. 1124-25; 19:17, 22:8-9; Luke 6:38; Gal. 6:7). Paul
reminded his readers of this here by citing the example of
the farmer. If he plants little, he harvests little; but if he
plants much, he will harvest much. Giving to meet the
needs of others islike sowing seed. It will yield fruit of the
same kind in time. There will be a profit.



Is a proper motive for giving to get something in return?
Both Jesusand Paul urged us to lay up treasure in heaven,
to make investments counting on the fact that they will
yield eternal rewards (Luke 1231-34; Matt. 6:19

21; 1 Tim. 6:18-19; Prov. 19:17, Matt. 10:42; Luke 6:38).

It is perfectly legitimate to remind people of the
Inevitable consequences of theiractions to motivate them

to do what is right, as Paul did here.



THE BENEFITS OF GENEROUSGIVING

Awhatt makessaumama cheérful giveyisahegtacegrace
of ourLordd Jesus Chuistt. fi

Richard D. Balge, Exegesisof 2 Corinthians 9:1-7




Such giving should not produce anxiety in the giver even if he
or sheis giving away much. God demonstrates His love for
cheerful givers by giving them more grace and more

opportunity. He also makes us contented U/QJ Y-ac@uthrkes,
sufficient in that sense ( Phil. 4:11, 1 Tim. 6:6). However, we
always need to remember that God is the Ongrom whom
everything we have comes It is His cattle on a thousand hills!



Notice the "able" in this verse. This should not |lead to the
conclusion that God can, but He may not (cf. 129). The
righteous person who desiresto give to the needs of others will
not lack opportunity to do so because God will make this
possible for him or her.

(2C09:8) And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so
that alivaysshavingall/sufficiency in everything, you may
have an abundance for every good deed;

tugos Wtj:ljdynateo;)to be able, be powerful



Psalm 1129 supports Paul's point that God will provide grace
(divine’logistics:) to givers. In this psalm the psalmist described
the believer in time distributing material goods to the poor.

The words readlike the epitaph of a philanthropist.
Consequently God will remember his benevolent acts, Paul
said. "Righteousness” (v.9) refers to benevolent acts here too
(cf. Matt. 6:1). These are acts of giving forwhich God will
reward the sacrificial donor with permanent benefits in this life
plus an eternal reward. God will/ multiply His:igrace ta those
who bestow grace on others.



