
 

 

G R A C E  D O C T R I N E  C H U R C H  ï T A M P A  B A Y  

Understanding Godôs Grace  
Part XII  
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Nearer , My God, to Thee 
2 

 

·Hymn # 426 

 

                          all verses 
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     A Public apology!  
 
 
   New e - mail addressé 
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Worship in the Word  
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·James 4:10 

 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and 
He will exalt you . 

 

·Philippians 1:6 

  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 
began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 
Christ Jesus. 

 

 



Worship in the Word  
6 

·Proverbs 3:5,6  

 Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean 
on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths 
straight . 

 

·Isaiah 40:8 

  The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of 
our God stands forever. 

 

 

 



Worship in the Word  
7 

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

 

ȉȌȈȌȂǽȒ   =  homologeo; to speak the same, to agree 

ȉŬȍŰǿŬ      =  hamartia; sin  

ɸȆůŰȕȎ         =  pistos; faithful/ ŭǿȇŬȆȌȎ = dikaios; 
righteous 

űǿȄȉȆ         =  aphiemi; let go , send away 

ȇŬȅŬȍǿȃȒ   =  katharizo; make clean, purify, heal  

 

 

 

 



2 Corinthians 9: 1-5 
8 

 Anticipated Arrival  
   ( not without cost ) 



1 Thessalonians 2 
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·To set the tone for our next several moments of 
exposition, please turn to 1 Thessalonians 2: 

 

  ( make special note of verse 19 and the word ˊŬɟɞɡůɑŬ =       
parousia ,used 6 times in 1st and 2nd Thessalonians) 



1 Thessalonians 2 
10 

·Paul proceeded to bring to light the events of his ministry 
among his readers summarizing his motivation and actions. 
He did so to strengthen their confidence in him in view of 
questions that may have arisen in their minds and 
accusations that his critics may have directed against him 
(see Galatians. 1:11ð2:21).  



1 Thessalonians 2 
11 

·Paul claimed that his message was true, his motives were 
pure, and his methods were straightforward. He had 
behaved in Thessalonica as he had elsewhere, as a faithful 
servant of God. He did not preach for the approval of men 
but God, who scrutinizes motives. 



1 Thessalonians 2 
12 

"Few temptations assail the preacher more strongly than  

this one to please men, even if God is not pleased, though 

with the dim hope that God will after all condone or  

overlook. Nothing but experience will convince some  

preachers how fickle is popular favour  and how often it is  

at the cost of failure to please God.ñ 

 

Robertson, A. T. Word Pictures in the New Testament. 6 vols. Nashville: 
Broadman Press, 1931. 



1 Thessalonians 2 
13 

Paul abhorred the use of speech that would assure him a 
positive reception regardless of what he preached. 

Paul also denied any desire to get rich from his preaching. 
"Greed" (Gr. pleonexia) is self-seeking in all its forms. Paul's 
readers could testify to the truth of the first of these 
convictions. Since they could not do so to the second, Paul 
claimed God could. Itinerant philosophers and orators were  

common in the Roman Empire. Paul had little in common with 
their motivation . He had come to Thessalonica to give, not to 
get. Furthermore he did not demand that the Thessalonians 
acquiesce to his message because of his apostolic authority.  



1 Thessalonians 2 
14 

Having explained his ministry in negative terms so far (vv. 1-6), 
Paul proceeded to describe it in positive terms (vv. 7-12). 

Instead he was gentle and unselfish, more like a nursing 
mother than an apostle. 

 

"A nursing child can become ill through reaction to something 
the mother has eaten. The Christian who is feeding others 
must be careful not to feed on the wrong things himself.ñ 

                    Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Ready, p. 40. 



1 Thessalonians 2 
15 

However, Paul gave himself, not just his message, to the 
Thessalonians out of love for them, not for personal gain. In 
this Paul followed the tradition of Jewish rabbis for whom 
receiving money for teaching the Law was considered shameful. 
The measure of his love was the toil and trouble he expended as 
he worked constantly, probably making tents and other leather 
articles, so he would not be a burden to them. Paul was by 

trade a leather-worker.50 This is how he and his companions 
had heralded the gospel among them (see also Phil. 4:16; 2 Cor. 
11:7-11). 



1 Thessalonians 2 
16 

Paul called on his readers to bear witness, as God could, how he 
had cared for them. He had done so as a father who has 
responsibility to prepare his children for the events that lie 
ahead of them. The figure of the nursing mother (v. 7) 
emphasizes tender, loving self-sacrifice and that of the father 

(v. 11) preparation for maturity. The Old Testament used both 
the paternal and maternal figures to describe God (cf. Ps. 
103:13; Isa. 66:13). 



1 Thessalonians 2 
17 

Paul reminded his readers how they had welcomed the gospel 
message to vindicate further his own ministry and to emphasize 
the importance of proclaiming this message. 

He did this so the Thessalonians would continue to proclaim 
the gospel to others as they had been doing. Previously Paul 
thanked God for the way these believers were bearing the 

fruit of righteousness in their own lives ( 1:3). Now he thanked 
God for the way they responded when he had preached the 
gospel to them the first time . They sensed that it was a divine 
revelation rather than a human philosophy , and they believed 
it. Because they received that divine message, it had done a 
mighty work of transformation in their lives as God's Holy 
Spirit used it.  



1 Thessalonians 2 
18 

By believing the gospel the Thessalonians had followed in the 
footsteps of many others who, when they believed the truth, 
also found that they attracted enemies. The reference to the 
Jews here is probably to the unbelieving Jews who opposed the 
Christians in Thessalonica rather than a general reference to all 
Jews. The Thessalonians' opponents seem to have been mainly 
Jews (v. 14). Paul desperately wanted unbelieving Jews to come 
to faith in Christ (Rom . 9:1-3; 10:1). Yet they were some of his 
most antagonistic persecutors (cf. 2 Cor. 11:24, 26). Their 
actions were not pleasing to God and were not in the best 
interests of all men who need to hear the gospel.  



1 Thessalonians 2 
19 

By their opposition the enemies of the gospel added more  
transgressions on their own heads with the result that they 
hastened God's judgment of them (see Gen. 15:16). God had 
already focused His wrath on them for their serious sin. They 
not only rejected the gospel themselves, but they also 

discouraged others from accepting it . It was only a matter of 
time before God would pour out His wrath in judgment. In view 
of the eschatological emphasis of the letter, Paul seems to be 
alluding primarily to the judgment coming on unbelievers 
during the Tribulation.  



1 Thessalonians 2 
20 

This is the only place in his inspired writings where Paul 
charged "the Jews" with the death of Jesus (see 1 Cor. 2:8). 
Elsewhere in the New Testament it is the sins of all people that 
were responsible. Therefore, Paul was identifying a segment of 
humanity that was responsible. He was not blaming the Jews in 
some special sense for Jesus' death. The Apostle John 
frequently used the term "the Jews" to describe those Jews who 
actively opposed the Lord and the gospel (see also John 5:18; 
7:1; 18:14, 31; 11:45, 54). 



1 Thessalonians 2 
21 

The Thessalonians' persecution lasted a long time, and so did 
their steadfastness. Some six years later Paul can still speak of 
the churches of Macedonia as to have endured a severe test of 
affliction and continuing to give evidence of the reality of their 
faith in that 'their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of liberality' ( 2 Corinthians 8:1, 2). 
The 'extreme povertyó might well have been the result of mob 
violence and looting; elsewhere in the NT members of another 
Christian group are reminded how, in the early days of their 
faith, they 'joyfully accepted' the plundering of their property in 
addition to other forms of brutal maltreatment ( Hebrews 
10:32- 34). 



1 Thessalonians 2 
22 

Paul's words for his converts here are especially affectionate. 
His love for the Thessalonians was unusually strong. Their 
development was what he hoped for, their glorification was 
what he rejoiced in, and their ultimate victory would be a crown 
of glory for him. That is, the Lord's commendation for Paul's 
ministry to the Thessalonians would be as a crown to him that 
would make him justifiably proud when the Lord returned . 
Paul was talking like a father again (v. 11). Looking at the 

end of his ministry Paul said he would take the greatest pride in 
those believers. They would be his "crowning glory." 
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