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Understanding Godôs Grace  
Part XI  
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  

Hymn # 18   vss 1,2 and 4 
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Worship in the Word 

·(Heb 4:12)  For the word of God is living and active 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints 
and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.  

 

·(Php 1:6)  Being confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it 
until the day of Jesus Christ: 
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Worship in the Word 

·(Isa 40:8)  The grass withers, the flower fades, But 
the word of our God stands forever. 

 

·(1Sa 12:24)  "Only fear the LORD and serve Him in 
truth with all your heart; for consider what great 
things He has done for you.  
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Worship in the Word 

·1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 

ȉȌȈȌȂǽȒ   =  homologeo; to speak the same, to agree 

ȉŬȍŰǿŬ      =  hamartia; sin  

ɸȆůŰȕȎ         =  pistos; faithful/ ŭǿȇŬȆȌȎ = dikaios; righteous 

űǿȄȉȆ         =  aphiemi; let go , send away 

ȇŬȅŬȍǿȃȒ   =  katharizo; make clean, purify, heal  
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 ñDemocracy... is two wolves and a lamb voting 
on what to have for lunch.  
 Liberty ... is a well - armed lamb contesting the 
vote.ò  
   --  Benjamin Franklin  

Benjamin Franklin (1706 -1790) 



 The eighth principle of giving:  
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P Money given to the Lordôs work by the believer priest must be 
properly administered.  
V  Reliable people must be appointed by the church to collect and 

account for the use of funds. 
V   Money must be handled by more than one person to avoid any 

appearance of dishonesty or misappropriation. 
V  Those who administer funds must be face to face with the glory 

of the Lord. In other words, they must be occupied with Jesus 
Christ and well motivated.  
V  Therefore the administration of money includes everything 

from congregational appointment to strong category #1 love 
toward Jesus Christ. The administrator must be motivated by 
Bible doctrine, and his success as an administrator does not 
depend on human ability but on his capacity to love Jesus Christ 
and orient to the grace of God. 



2 Corinthians 9: 1 - 5 
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·2Co 9:1 For it is superfluous for me to write to you about this 
ministry to the saints;  

·2Co 9:2  for I know your readiness, of which I boast about you 
to the Macedonians, namely, that Achaia has been prepared 
since last year, and your zeal has stirred up most of them.  

·2Co 9:3  But I have sent the brethren, in order that our 
boasting about you may not be made empty in this case, so 
that, as I was saying, you may be prepared;  

·2Co 9:4  otherwise if any Macedonians come with me and find 
you unprepared, we--not to speak of you--will be put to shame 
by this confidence.  

·2Co 9:5  So I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that 
they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your 
previously promised bountiful gift, so that the same would be 
ready as a bountiful gift and not affected by covetousness.  
 



This is NOT a Democracy 
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·Having discussed in chapter 8 the principles of 
Christian giving, Paul now shares the promises that 
we can claim if we are faithful in our giving to God. 
These two chapters present giving as a Christian 
grace, a blessing, not as a legal obligation that 
burdens people. If giving is difficult for a Christian, 
then there is something wrong with his heart! Note 
the three-fold promise that Paul gives: 

 



This is NOT a Democracy 
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In 8:1ï5, Paul used the churches of Macedonia as 
examples to encourage the Corinthians, and now he 
uses the Corinthians as an encouragement to the 
churches of Macedonia! Christians ought to be an 
encouragement to one another. Paul had been 
ñboastingò to others of the generosity of the church at 
Corinth ( 8:24), and now he wants to make sure that 
the Corinthians do not embarrass him. He knew they 
had readiness of mind and were willing and anxious to 
share in the missionary offering, but he wanted to 
remind them just the same. 
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ñand your zeal has stirred up most of themò (v. 2, NAS) 
What a testimony! Unfortunately, some Christians 
provoke people in the wrong way. Hebrews 10:24 
urges us to provoke one another to good works, and 
this is what the Corinthians were doing. A year before, 
they had urged Paul to take up this missionary offering 
and had pledged their support.  

 



This is NOT a Democracy 
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The apostle had used their zeal as an encouragement 
to the other churches, and now he reminds them of 
their promise. He is saying here, ñIf you fail to do your 
share, you will discourage other Christians and hurt 
the whole offering.ò 

 



This is NOT a Democracy 
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Paul called this offering ña bountiful gift,ò that is, a 
blessing. He wanted them to look upon it as an 
opportunity to be a blessing and get a blessing, and not 
as a yoke on their necks. How often people 
misunderstand the true blessing of giving! Giving is a 
blessing to others, both to those who receive (v. 12ðit 
supplied their need) and to those who share. When a 
Christian is faithful in giving, he or she is being a 
blessing to others and encouraging other Christians to 
be obedient to the Word. 
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All blessings come from the grace of God and not from 
man's desires or works! 

So, what is the motivation for our understanding of 
Godôs grace?  
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The anthropopathisms of love and hate indicate that 
the omniscience of God knew that the free will of Esau 
would reject Christ and the free will of Jacob would 
believe in Christ.  

 

Definition and Description . 

 1. An anthropopathisms ascribe to God a human 
characteristic which God does not actually possess, but 
is used to reveal and explain Godôs policy toward 
mankind in terms of human frame of reference by the 
use of language of accommodation. 

             



This is NOT a Democracy 
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 2. Accommodation means that human method of operation 
is ascribed to God, such as human affection or human sins, 
so that man can understand divine policy and attitude in 
terms of his own frame of reference. 
 3. Unless this doctrine is understood, the believer is going 
to be in a state of confusion about the doctrine of divine 
essence. 
  a. For example, in Ps 106:45 we are told that God changed 
His mind or repented, but God is immutable and cannot 
change His mind. But 1 Sam 15:29 says, ñthe glory of Israel 
[Jesus Christ] will not lie or change His mind; for He is not 
a man that He should change His mind.ò 
   b. In Ps 110:4 it says, ñThe Lord [God the Father] has 
made a solemn promise and will not change His mind. You 
are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.ò 
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 4. In order to explain divine policy in terms of human frame of 
reference, human characteristics are ascribed to God to explain His 
policy to human beings. An anthropopathism  is a human 
characteristic such as:  love, hate, wrath, change of mind, scorn, 
compassion, longsuffering, remembering. The Greek word 
ANTHRO means man; ñpathismò means a function of the soul with 
outward manifestation. An anthropopathism  ascribes a human 
characteristic to God which God does not possess and which is not 
a divine attribute . 
 5. The purpose of the anthropopathism  is to explain to us in 
language we can understand the divine attitude, policy, or method 
toward a person or persons, so that mankind can adapt to the 
divine policy or understand the divine policy. We are 
accommodated so that we can understand His divine method.  The 
anthropopathism  is designed for human adjustment, by which a 
person understands Godôs policy, Godôs grace related to that 
policy, or Godôs judgment related to that policy. 
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The complexity of a doctrine such as Anthropopathisms is not 
going to be understood unless other doctrines are understood 
first. Understanding the doctrine of Divine Essence must 
precede a consideration of the doctrine of Anthropopathisms. 
When both are mastered, the believer is forced to a biblical 
conclusion: in human history, the sovereignty of God and the 
free will of man coexist by divine decree. In fact, mankind was 
created to resolve the prehistoric angelic conflict, where 
creature volition and the sovereignty of God was also an issue. 
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Paul makes it clear that true Israel is like Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Jacob, and now Moses. All of these believed in Christ and 
also made it into Godôs hall of fame because God dealt with 
them in grace and mercy.  

 

You become true Israel by believing in Jesus Christ and you 
become a hall of famer if and when you tap into Godôs grace and 
mercy.  
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We will never truly understand our need for God until we have 
tried our very hardest to please Him and failed, at which point 
we must turn to God and say, ñYou must do this, I canôt.ò  
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This brings about a dependence on God that leads to obedience 
to His word and is Christ -like since He always knew that He was 
to depend upon His Father.  

 

(John 5:19)  Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, 
unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever 
the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 

 

 

 


