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Faith of Our Fathers 

 

 

·Hymn # 322     vss 1-3 

 

 Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you about 
our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you 
appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once for all handed down to the saints .  Jude 1:3 
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Worship in the Word  

·For the word of God is alive and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
marrow, and is a critic of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. 

 

·The sum of Your word is truth, And every one of 
Your righteous ordinances is everlasting. 
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Worship in the Word  

·All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: That the man of God might be 
mature, thoroughly furnished unto all good works . 

 

· All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: That the man of God might be 
mature, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  
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Worship in the Word  

·1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 

ȉȌȈȌȂǽȒ   =  homologeo; to speak the same, to agree 

ȉŬȍŰǿŬ      =  hamartia; sin  

ɸȆůŰȕȎ         =  pistos; faithful/ ŭǿȇŬȆȌȎ = dikaios; 
righteous 

űǿȄȉȆ         =  aphiemi ; let go , send away 

ȇŬȅŬȍǿȃȒ    =  katharizo; make clean, purify, heal  
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·We are looking at Paulôs view of grace giving from 
chapters 8 & 9 of 2nd Corinthians . These several 
lessons will reveal if we truly understand Grace 
Giving from a biblical perspective.   
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Last week we worked through the 5th Principle of 
Grace Giving and ended our session with the question: 

 

         What is Giving Yourself to the Lordé? 
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é we should center our lives on God. We should continue to 
trust in the Lord to do what is right and persist in doing right 
ourselves. Rather looking to the ñnextò Promised Land, rather 
than leaving it for greener pastures elsewhere, those who take 
delight in the Lord will receive their hearts' desires. The 
righteous who delight in the Lord will want to see His will done 
right where they are without all the frills, and that will happen 
eventually for them. 

 

Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of 

your heart. Psalm 37:4  
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Psalm 37:4  Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you 
the desires of your heart. 

    Humility ˢˣˮ˰ ,  anavah (Proverbs 22:4) 

 

Philippians 2:3  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, 
but with humility of mind regard one another as more 
important than yourselves;  

   Humility; ŰŬˊŮɘɜɞűɟɞůɨɜɖ, tapeinophrosuneↄ 

 



Illustration in Luke 21: 1 - 4 
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·And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts 
into the treasury. And He saw a poor widow putting 
in two small copper coins. And He said, "Truly I say 
to you, this poor widow put in more than all of 
them; for they all out of their surplus put into the 
offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she 
had to live on." And while some were talking about 
the temple, that it was adorned with beautiful stones 
and votive gifts, He said, "As for these things which 
you are looking at, the days will come in which there 
will not be left one stone upon another which will not 
be torn down."  

 



Illustration in Luke 21: 1 - 4 
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·The widow gave her last two coins to the Lord. 

· At that point all of her living was gone, she was 
absolutely without funds.  

·But in reality her living was not gone. The woman first 
gave of her soul, then she gave her last two coins. 

· She could not give her last two coins were it not for the 
fact that her soul was totally involved with the Lord. She 
was totally dependent upon the Lord to provide for her in 
grace. 
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·When the widow gave her last coin she had not lost 
her living because the Lord was her living, not 
money.  In other words, she gave her last two coins 
but she still had the Lord.  

· Summary of the condition of her soul: The Lord was 
her life, not money. 

  



2 Corinthians 8 
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·We go from Macedonian giving to Corinthian giving. 
In verses 7-9 there are three things to encourage 
Corinthians giving. The first of these is in verse 7, the 
consistent function of the Spiritual Life found in 
Christ!  
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Titus had begun to lead the Corinthians in assembling 
their gift sometime before his recent visit to Corinth. 
He had made this earlier visit a year before the time 
Paul wrote this epistle (cf. v. 10, 9:2).  

The Corinthians were not facing persecution nor were 
they facing financial constraints , as the Macedonians 
were. Nevertheless they had not yet assembled their 

offering even though Titus had been with them again 
recently. 
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Paul now called on them to remember the vastness of their 
spiritual resources and to make sure liberality marked them 
as a congregation as did so many other gifts of God's Spirit 
(see 1 Cor. 1:5, 7; 12:31; 14:37).  
 
ñThe Corinthians were strong in activities that are local to 
and centered upon them (miracle -working faith,  
charismatic speech, and theological understanding), but  
weak on those that are for the benefit of those outside, in 
this case the 'saints of Jerusalem.ò  
 
Barnett , Paul. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, pp. 403 ,4 
The New International Commentary on the New Testament series. 
Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co ., 1997. 



2 Corinthians 8 
16 

2 Corinthians 8:7  But just as you abound in everything, in 
faith and utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and 
in the love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this 
gracious work also. 

 

This verse elevates giving to the status of a spiritual gift on the 
same level as faith, speech, knowledge, zeal, and even love. 

 

"An ungenerous Christian is far from being a complete  

Christian ." 
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I know of pastors and missionaries who have argued that, 
since they devote their whole time in serving the Lord, they 
are not obligated to give. Paul argued just the opposite: 
since you are wonderfully gifted from God, you ought to 
want to give even more! 
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ñBut just as you abound in everything, in faith and 
utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the 
love we inspired in you, see that you abound in this 
gracious work also. ñ 

Verse 7 ð ñ. But just as you abound in everything, ò 
Literally, this is óMoreover just as in everything you super 
abound.ò ˊŮɟɘůůŮɨɤ Perisseuo means to super abound. 
There are two areas in which they abound : a) doctrine or 
spiritual things; b) material things. God has blessed the 
Corinthians as He has blessed few of the early churches, 
they have both spiritual and material wealth; ñevery thingò 
is a prepositional phrase en plus the locative of ɸŬ╢Ȏ pas. 
This means óin the sphere of every thing. 
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 *Verse 8 ð ñI am not speakingò is a present active 
indicative of ɚɏɔɤ lego which means to communicate 
categorically. The present tense here means to keep on 
communicating categorically, this is **linear aktionsart . 
The negative means there is one thing that you never do in 
connection with the subject of giving. You never push 
people into it.  

 ñby commandmentò ð óbyô is kata, the preposition of 
norm or standard; ócommandmentô is  ˊɘŰŬɔɐ epitage and 
it means to be forced into something. The prepositional 
phrase actually means, ñI am not speaking according to the 
commandment.ò Giving is never a matter of being 
commanded to give. 
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  The Sixth Principle of giving:  

  

Giving must never be forced or coerced, it must be the 
result of grace orientation. We have love giving rather than 
law giving. Giving must become a#1 response. Giving is 
the result of the intake of doctrine, of the function of 
Spiritual Life of a believer. It must be an expression of the 
priesthood of the believer. Giving is always an expression 
of your  #1 love response to God. 
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  Translation: I am not speaking according to the norm or 
standard of a commandment, but through the diligent 
application of others, testing the genuineness of your love. 

 

Giving is a test of the genuineness of your love of Jesus 
Christ, of God the Father, and even your love of God the 
Holy Spirit.  This is why the sixth principle says in effect 
that Christian giving is love giving, not law giving . 
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  The Seventh Principle of giving:  

  

 Giving depends on grace orientation . Grace orientation 
depends on the intake of doctrine and the foundation of 
the building of the ECS. 

  


