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     Worship In the Word  
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February 12th, 1999 Congressional 
record cites Impeachment of 
President William Jefferson Clinton 

Above the Law by Fiat 
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  Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of 
it the people received the Law), what further need was there for another 
priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated 
according to the order of Aaron?  For when the priesthood is changed, of 
necessity there takes place a change of law also.  For the one concerning 
whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no one 
has officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended 
from Judah, a tribe with reference to which Moses spoke nothing 
concerning priests.  And this is clearer still, if another priest arises 
according to the likeness of Melchizedek, who has become such not on the 
basis of a law of physical requirement, but according to the power of an 
indestructible life. For it is attested of Him, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER 
ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.Ķ For, on the one hand, 
there is a setting aside of a former commandment because of its weakness 
and uselessness  (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on the other hand 
there is a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 
 

Hebrews 7: 11-19 
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Defense Attorney           Prosecuting Attorney  

Court Room Context 
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Defense Attorney           Prosecuting Attorney  

Court Room Context 

Opening Statement 

   
 

Å First, it was a universal 
priesthood.    

Å Secondly, it was a royal 
priesthood.  

Å Thirdly, it was a righteousness 
and peace priesthood.  

Å Fourth, it was a personal 
priesthood. It was based on 

Melchizedek's own character.  
Å  Fifth, it was an eternal 
priesthood, and Aarons was 
definitely limited by time. 
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In these five ways, we saw that the priesthood of 
Melchizedek is a superior priesthood to that of Aaron.  

Now that's just a basic point. 

I want you to get this. You're going to  have to really 
leave your brain in gear this morning or you're going 
get lost; but if you stick with it, blessing untold will be 
yours. 
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*The question is not only is it better but also is it right?  This is 
the question before us.  

    So the author presents a case against Jesus ɀ  

    This is also the case against you and I.  

    We live in a world of situational ethics-the situation seems    
to determine the ethic, morality based upon convenience ɀ 
the what I prefer to do  seems better for me type of mental 
attitude. Rationalizing our behavior to excuse our actions. 

Our politicians are not the only ones with this mental attitude. 

Is it better or is it right? 
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* A right thing done in a wrong way is Wrong 

* A wrong thing done in a right way is Wrong 

* A wrong thing done in a wrong way is Wrong 

* A right thing done in a right way is the ONLY right thing. 
It is also clearly defined in the Word of God. 

   The end does not justify the means nor the means justify    
the endȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÒÕÃÉÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÉÓȠ Ȱ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÒÉÇÈÔȩȱ ÎÏÔ 
ȰÉÓ ÉÔ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȩȱ 

Is it better or is it right? 
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Defense Attorney           Prosecuting Attorney  

Court Room Context 
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There is a requirement of law with regard to the 
priesthood-the prosecution argument; vss 11-12.   The 
argument has to do with priestly order. That is through 
,ÅÖÉ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×Ȣ 'ÏÄ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÔȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ 
Law. However, the order of Malchizedek is no where 
found in the law seems to be a breaking of the law, a 
setting aside of law ɀ this is the problem with the order 
of the priesthood.   

Argument for the Prosecution 
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1.  Verse 11 Ȱ ȣÔÈÅ Levitical priesthood (for on the 

basis of it the people received the ,Á×Ɋȱ 

 

*Actually, it was the other way around, that is on basis 
of the law the Levites received the priesthood.   

*However, the author is making the point that the 
two really go together and you can actually either 
way.  

Argument for the Prosecution 

The author is making two points here: 
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           The Law 
                 The Priesthood                                     

4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ )ÎÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ %ÎÔ×ÉÎÅÄ 
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2. There is no need for another order of priests 
because the law makes provision for only one. 

 Verse 11Â  Ȱ ȣ×ÈÁÔ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÎÅÅÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ another 
ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÁÒÉÓÅȣȱ 

 another = ộʋŰŮȍȌȎ  heteros; we see this word in the 
English in compound words; hetero ɀ doxy is other 
doctrine or other teaching of a different kind  

 

Argument for the Prosecution 

The author is making two points here: 
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*Verse 11   Now if perfection was through the Levitical 
priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received 
the Law), what further need was there for another     
[ of a different kind ɀ ref Psa 110:4 ] priest to arise 
according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be 
designated according to the order of Aaron? 

 

A Strategic Question 
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*Perfection was assumed by these Jewsȣ Ȱ.Ï× ÉÆ 
perfection was through the Levitical ÐÒÉÅÓÔÈÏÏÄȣȱ 
They were assuming that was the case. 

*4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÏÎȱ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ʐʀʇʀʚʖʎʅʏ = ÔÅÌÅÉęsis 
ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÎȢ )ȢÅȢ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ 
the redemption of man. It will complete what has 
been designed.  

A Strategic Question 
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*Hebrews 7:19  (for the Law made nothing perfect), and on 
the other hand there is a bringing in of a better hope, 
through which we draw near to God. 

 

*4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ- coming to God on His terms, by His 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ȣ  

 

4ÈÅ 4ÁÓËȣȩ 
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Holy of Holies 

VEIL 

Exodus 26:33  "You shall hang up the veil under the clasps, and shall bring in 
the ark of the testimony there within the veil; and the veil shall serve for you 
as a partition between the holy place and the holy of holies.  

Priests Only 

High Priest Only 
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*Anything outside the Levitical system would require amending 
the law. The law does not allow for changes so you have 
amend the law. 

*The ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔȣÖÅÒÓÅ 12  [ If ] For when the priesthood is 
changed, of necessity there takes place a change of law also. 

 

*Ȱ7ÈÅÎȱ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÅÎÓÅ Ⱦ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÌÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ 
happening. The priesthood is being changed.  

 

Amendment of the Law? 
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*The question is not just Jesus or some other priest, it 
ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱradical changeȱȢ   

 

*4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍȡ  

There is a legal issue with regard to Jesus personally! 

Vss 13,14 ÔÅÌÌ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓÎȭÔ Á ,ÅÖÉÔÅ 

4ÈÅ 1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȣ 
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1. No one but a Levite can officiate as a priest-ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÌÁ×ȟ  vs 
13 Ȱ ȣÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÒÉÂÅȱ ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ hetteros again. There 
could not be an exception.  

 

2. Jesus is of tribe of Judah, verse 14  For it is evident that our 
Lord was descended from Judah 

Two Points 
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*Hebrews 7:14  For it is evident that our Lord was 
descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to which 
Moses spoke nothing concerning priests. 

 

How can Jesus be a Priest? 
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*Vss 15 ɀ 19  And this is clearer still, if another priest arises 
according to the likeness of Melchizedek,  who has become 
such not on the basis of a law of physical requirement, but 
according to the power of an indestructible life. For it is 
attested of Him, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO 
THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEKȢȰ &ÏÒ, on the one hand, there is a 
setting aside of a former commandment because of its 
weakness and uselessness (for the Law made  -hope, through 
which we draw near to God. 

 

4ÈÅ 3ÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȣ/ÕÒ ÃÁÓÅ ÉÓ 
Transcendent to the Law 
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*Verse 14 ȰÅÖÉÄÅÎÔȱ Ͼ ʌʍʝɿʂʇʋʏ The word 
ȰÅÖÉÄÅÎÔȱ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ prodelos  which 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÏÐÅÎÌÙȱ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔ, known to all. 

 

*Verse 15 ȰÃÌÅÁÒÅÒ ÓÔÉÌÌȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ 'ÒÅÅË 
preposition ʆɻʐɻɿʀʇʅʋʉ , thoroughly evident, far 
more evident 

Christ is not Subject to the Law 
And neither are you! 
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*Christ is not Subject to the Law by virtue of Who 
He is, verses 15,16. 

 

* ȰAnd this is clearer still, if another priest arises 
according to the likeness of Melchizedek,  

* who has become such not on the basis of a law of 
physical requirement, but according to the power 
of an indestructible lifeȢȱ  

 

Christ is not Subject to the Law 
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*Verse 3 Without father, without mother, without genealogy, 

having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like 
the Son of God, he remains a priest perpetually.  = ʒʋʈʋʅʝʖ  
aphomoiooȇ 

 

*Verse 15  And this is clearer still, if another priest arises 

according to the likeness of Melchizedek, = ʈʋʅʝʐʂʏ  ÈÏÍÏÉÏÔós 

 

,ÉËÅ ÕÎÔÏȣ 
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*Hebrews 7:16  who has become such not on the basis of a law of 
physical requirement ( a ref. to the Mosaic Law), but according to 
the power of an indestructible life.   * Sarx = flesh, a system of 
earth bound rules, concerned only with externalities of religion. 
This was what the OT system was about, ritual without reality! 

 

*Key this verse is based upon: John 2:19  Jesus answered them, 
"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 

 

 

*ÅÓÕÓ (ÁÓ "ÅÃÏÍÅ 3ÕÃÈȣ(Ï×ȩ 
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